SOCIAL   LIFE   IN   INDIA           . 207

India is one of the utmost gravity, this proceeds
from his standard of deportment, which is high,
and not from melancholy. There is no reason to
believe that the Hindu home is sadder than that of
other races, or at all sad. On the contrary, men and
women alike have a strong taste for simple pleasures,
and the females love a gossip and indulge in it, for
amongst Hindus it is only the upper castes who,
in parts of the continent, have borrowed the Maho-
medan custom of seclusion behind the purdah. In
a certain sense there is seclusion of women all over
the East, for everywhere modesty requires that they
should abstain from conversation with strangers, or
from anything that could possibly be construed as a
dereliction from the very high standards required of
the Hindu wife, widow, and maiden.

It is a pleasure to quote the late Mr. R. C.
Dutt, who elsewhere would appear to adopt the
theory that the peasant is ground down by an
alien administration, when he says: " The people
of India dislike and disapprove the rapid introduc-
tion of modern Western methods. . . . There is
not on the whole earth a more frugal and contented
peasantry."

The writer of these pages, though he has en-
deavoured to see what he can of the world, is not in
a position to speak for the whole earth, but he can
confirm the statement that the people appear to be,
as they probably are, tranquil and contented.